hntical Bection. President-Mr. CECIL P. G. WAKELEY, F.R.C.S. [April 8, 1932.] Toxic Jaundice (Syphilitic).-TERENCE EAST, M.D. Mrs. E. M., 54. Jaundice and anum'ia, four months. History of proctitis and rectal stricture. Wassermann reaction positive. Liver and spleen enlarged. Comments.-A case in which a syphilitic infection appears to be the cause of the disease: improvement followed the administration of iron and antisyphilitic remedies.
Presumably one may associate the hemoglobin deficiency and the achlorhydria. The jaundice might be due to hamolysis associated with the enlarged spleen, or to defect in the liver. The relatively high red-cell count would be against hamolysis; a defect in the liver appears more likely. , 1930 (Proc. Boy. Soc. Med., 1930 . At that time she was suffering from: Purpura with thrombocytopenia and splenomegaly; slight jaundice (van den Bergh increase of indirect reaction pigment); bile salts in urine; pain in upper abdomen, over liver; secondary anaemia.
The Wassermann reaction was negative.
The diagnosis of thrombocytopenic purpura with splenomegaly, associated with some defect in the liver, was made.
Splenectomy was performed in February, 1930, by Mr. Harold Edwards. The spleen was found to be enlarged, and the liver showed hyperplastic nodular multilobular cirrhosis; microscopical examination confirmed the diagnosis.
Blood-count.-Six months after splenectomy, R.B.C. 4 4 million; platelets 175,000; van den Bergh 0*6 units delayed reaction; no bile salts in urine.
Present condition.-No apparent anaemia; no purpura; van den Bergh 0 * 8 units indirect reaction; trace of prompt reaction.
The case is shown to demonstrate the results of splenectomy. The diagnosis is not to be made in any brief term, for in this patient the syndrome of hepatic insufficiency to a mild degree appears to be combined with an overaction of the spleen, which has been eliminated by splenectomy. Ultimately the damage in the liver will assume important proportions, although the hyperplastic process may keep it back for a long time.
The raised blood bilirubin is an indication that the liver is not healthy, although the patient looks very well.
